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PRISON GATES OPEN
The prison gates opened at 12 noon on Friday. All over the
Transvaal, Indians who had been arrested in connection with the law
or for carrying on trade without licences have been released. Almost
all that happened was reported in the newspapers, Everyone was
surprised and the whites, too, were happy. Telegrams were sent to
the Association congratulating the [released] prisoners. There must
have been more than a hundred of them. There is no need to reproduce
their names here. In any case, there is hardly any space for them. These
telegrams included one each from Porbandar, Aden and England. Some
of these were from whites, and a large number of them called in per-
son at the Office [of the Association] to offer congratulations to the
Indian community.
CONSENT OF PROGRESSIVE PARTY
Before accepting this compromise, Mr. Smuts had obtained the
consent of the Progressive Party.  He wrote the following letter1 to Sir
George Farrar2 on the 27th:
DEAR SIR GEORGE FARRAR,
Will you kindly consult your friends to see whether there would be any
objection to registration being re-opened for Asiatics and the chance being given
them to register voluntarily, as they desire to do, and to dispense with finger-
prints in the case of educated or well-known Indians? It is probable that
Parliamentary ratification of such registration will have to take place, and in
the meantime the penalties under the Act will not be enforced against those
who register voluntarily. I understand that Asiatics may be willing to make
such an offer to Government, and before closing with it we should like to have
your concurrence in so doing,
Tours sincerely,
J. G. SMUTS,
In reply. Sir George Farrar wrote on the 30th as follows:3
DEAR MR. SMUTS,
I am in receipt of your letter of January 27, and have communicated its
contents to my friends.
From it we extract certain questions or suggestions, which I append together
with our replies.
QUESTION NO. 1: Is there any objection to Registration being re-opened for
1 & 3 Both the letter and the reply are reproduced from the English section of
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908.
2 Sir George Herbert Farrar (1859-1915); Chairman, East Rand Proprietary
Mines; Member of the Transvaal Legislative Council both before and after Respon-
sible Government